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Ambedkar Tlmes ad Desh Doaba
congratulate Sh. K. C. Sulekh Sahib

Ambedkar Times and Desh Doaba congratulate
Sh. Sulekh Sahib on his 94th Birthday. We wish
him active healthy and charming life ahead. We
are proud of him for his long dedicated efforts for
the furtherance of the great mission of Babasaheb
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar! Once again we wish on good
health and happy long life on his birthday!!

Prem K. Chumber

Editor-In-Chief: Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba

Ambedkar Times takes pride in carrying

valuable article of Prof. (Dr.) Gian Singh

Ambedkar Times takes pride in carrying
this valuable article of Prof.(Dr.) Gian Singh. We
congratulate Prof. (Dr.) Gian Singh for regularly
conducting and publishing his field-based meticu-
lous research relating to the lives of the landless
agricultural workers, peasants and lower castes

over the last many years.
Read article on pages 8-9-10

Prem K. Chumber
Editor-In-Chief: Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba

Mr. KC Sulekh with his
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Invited Editorial on Mr. K. C. Sulekh Sahib’s 93rd Birthday

Many Congratulations: K.C. Sulekh B|rthday

Sh. K.C. Sulekh (born on 20
July 1927) has completed 93
years of his productive and dedi-
cated life to the mission of
Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
He is one of the few of his con-
temporaries who has been able
to acquire education (BA) against
all odds. Being a conscientious
mind, he got associated with the
social cause of his Samaj at the
very young age during his school
days. Those were the days, when
the historic Ad Dharm movement
led by Babu Mangu Ram Mu-
gowalia, with the financial sup-
port of Seth Kishan Das of Boota
Mandi of Jalandhar, was attract-
ing large number of lower castes
to rise against the wide spread
evil of untouchability and impress
upon British Government for the
restoration of their long lost
human rights including the right
to own land, education, govern-
ment service, contest election
and to have their own religion.
Sulekh Sahib, as a school going
child, contributed in his own way
to this noble cause of the Ad
Dharm movement by organizing
some of his like-minded fellow
children into a small music group
to sing hymns of Guru Ravidass
and other radical Saints of the fa-
mous North Indian Bhakti move-
ment. It was during one of such
occasions that he came into the
contact of Seth Kishan Das, with
whom he had a long association
as a dedicated Ambedkarite. It
was also during his school days
that Sulekh Sahib became aware
of Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
for the first time from his class
8th teacher. His attraction to-
wards Ambedkar mission got fur-
ther strengthened during his
college days at Jalandhar where
he lived at the residence of Seth

Kishan Das, who was one of the
pioneers of the Ambedkarite
movement in Punjab. Seth Kishan
Das participated along with some
of his colleagues from Punjab in
the Depressed Classes Confer-
ence in Nagpur in 1942 being or-
ganized by Babasaheb Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar. Sh K.C. Sulekh’s
close association with Seth Kis-
han Das brought him into mission
of Babasaheb from its very begin-
ning in Punjab. During his college
education days, Sulekh Sahib be-
came the founding editor of
“Ujala”, Urdu weekly paper first
of its kind of the Ambedkar
movement in Punjab. He has had
also the honour of being the Gen-
eral Secretary of the Scheduled
Castes Federation of Punjab and
to be the Stage Secretary during
the visit of Babasaheb Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar to Punjab (October
27-29, 1951). He got the oppor-
tunity to meet many a times
Babasaheb at his residence and
accompanied him during his
three days historic visit to Punjab,
travelling in the same personal
vehicle of Seth Kishan Das. He
was also present in the Parlia-
ment House to listen to the fa-
mous address of Babasaheb on
November 25, 1949; and also at
the Ambedkar Bhawan Delhi in
1951 where Babasaheb Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar delivered his address
to the large gathering including
Ambassadors of the many coun-
tries during the celebrations of
Buddha Jayanti. Sulekh Sahib
joined the Govt. Service in 1952
and retired as Excise & Taxation
Officer in 1985. Since 1985, he
has been continuously serving
the mission of Babasaheb with
utmost dedication through his
regular columns in various mis-
sionary news-papers, magazines,

S ou -
venirs
a n d
books.

Sulekh
Sahib is a
living li-
brary of
the ideas,
thoughts
and an-
ecdotes
relating
to the life
a n
teach-
ings of Babasaheb Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar; and the Ambedkarite
movement of Punjab. He is active
member of the Ambedkar Mis-
sion Society, Punjab and Ambed-
kar Bhawan Trust, Jalandhar.
Ambedkar Bhawan Trust was
built in 1972 in Jalandhar at the
same place where Babasaheb Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar delivered his fa-
mous address on the evening of
October 27, 1951.

Sh. Sulekh Sahib, who
has proudly entered into his 94th
year of active and dedicated life,
lives in Chandigarh along with his
wife, Smt. Ajit Kaur, 90 years,
son Vijay Kumar, daughter-in-
Laws Smt. Neelam Rani, grand-
sons Sumeet Kumar and Vineet
Kumar. His two sons Ashok
Kumar lives in New Zeeland and
Sanjeev Kumar in UK. He has
two daughters Smt. Pushpa Rani
and Smt. Sangeeta Rani. All his
sons, daughters-in-Laws, daugh-
ters and grandsons/daughters are
well educated and well settled.
All of them support him in his
mission of Babasaheb Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar in their own valuable
ways. | wish him many more
fruitful years of healthy and
happy long life.

Prof (Dr.) Ronki Ram
Fellow & Dean (Faculty of Arts),
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Chair Professor,
Panjab University, Chandigarh (India)
E-mail: <ronkiram@yahoo.co.in>

d Mob: +91-9878682160

Mr. KC Sulekh With his Son Vjay Kumar, daughter-in-laws

Neelam Rani, Grandson Vineet Kumar and great-granddaughter

Mr. KC Sulekh with his wife Smt Ajit Kaur
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BABU JAGJIVAN RAM AND LABOUR WELFARE

In continuation of previous edition’s
brief introduction about Babu Jagjivan
Ram’s profile and his prominent role as
Defence Minister, a brief profile of him as
Labour Minister is being shared here
along with some important news items
of that time period.

In 1946, Babu Jagjivan Ram
was one of the twelve leaders of the
country, who were invited by the
Viceroy/Lord Wavell, to become part of
the Interim Government. He became
Labour Minister of Independent India at
a time when labour welfare was receiv-
ing national and international attention
for the creation of more humane condi-
tions for workers. Being recognized as an
authority on labour problems, Babu Jagji-
van Ram was also sent as leader of the

Indian delegation to the International
Labour Organisation (I.L.0O.) Session of
1947. In 1950, he was unanimously
elected President of I.L.O.

To address labour problems, is-
sues like unemployment, low standard of
living and poverty had to be dealt with
and new policy measures were needed
and progressive labour laws brought to
provide the labour force relief and incen-
tives to work; to save the labour force
from exploitative conditions and to en-
sure their social and financial security
and dignity. He was a champion for the
cause of labour. At the same time he also
reminded the labour force of their re-
sponsibility towards building a vibrant
and modern India.

During his tenure as Labour Min-

Mr. Jagjivan Ram, Labour Member, Government of India,
welcoming Representatives of the 1.L.O. Mission at a Meeting held in New Delhi

ister, many laws and acts were enacted
viz. Minimum Wages Act, Coal Mines
Provident Fund and Bonus Scheme, Coal
Mines Labour Welfare Fund, Mica Mines
Labour Welfare Fund Act, 1946, Indus-
trial Disputes Act, Payment of Bonus
Act, Dock Workers (Regulation and Em-
ployment) Bill, Workmen's State Insur-
ance Bill, Factories Act (enacted which
prohibited the employment of women
and children in dangerous occupations),
Indian Trade Union (Amendment) Act,
1946 (seeking to strengthen the Indian
Trade Union Act,1929) etc.

He also laid down the foundation
of social security by way of enacting the
two important Acts, namely the Employ-
ees State Insurance Act, 1948 and the
Provident Fund Act, 1952.

Mr. Jagjivan Ram, Labour Minister, addressing the
Tripartite Industrial Committee on Plantations

Babu
Jagjivan Ram'’s
term as Labour
Minister was a
boon for the
working class in
the country. The
legislations cre-
ated a congen-
ial, industrial
environment,
providing bene-
fits to millions of
workers, boost-
ing production
and putting the country firmly on the
road towards development of being a
Welfare State.

NEERAJ PAUL
+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com
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The Industrial Committee on Cotton Textiles met in New Delhi on January 12
under the chairmanship of Mr. Jagjivan Ram, Labour Minister

r. K.T. Bashyam, Labour Minister in Mysore, explains the State's labour program
to Mr. Jagjivan Ram. Mr. 8. Lall, Labour Secretary, is on the right

Mr Jagiivan Ram (Fourth from left, front row) photographed with Members o
the L1L.O. Mission. Dr. PP, Pillai, Chairman of the Mission, is third from leli

Mr. Jagjivan Ram, India's Labour Mimister,

delivering the Presidential address ut the 33rd session of the L.L.O.

at (ieneva on June 7

Source Courtesy; The Indian Fxpress, Vol XVII No.206, Tune 17, 1950

Me. Jagjivan Ram, Labour Member in the Interim Government, addressing the
8th Session of the Indian Labour Conference held in New Delhi on April 21

The 110th session of the Governing Body of [0, was declared open by TLIL the Maharaja
of Mysore on Jan. 3 at the Jaganmohan Palace, Mysore. Photo shows the Maharaja inaugu-
rating the Conlerence. The Burmese Minister, Mr. Mahu Win Maung, Mr. Jagjivan Ran. [n-
dia's Labour Minister and M. 5. Lall, Chairman of the LL.CY are seen sitting.

Photo shows (o L. w By Mr K.T. Bhashyam, Labour Miniseer, Mysore. Mr. Jagjivan Ram
Labour Minister, Government of India, Mr 5. Lall, Chairman of the LLOC M David A

Maorse, Direclor-General of the 1LLO.
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FIVE-YEAR PROGRAMME TO IMPROVE LABOUR CONDITIONS

Mr. Jagjivan Ram's Address to Employers’' and Workers' Delegates

The social justification for the mod-
ern industrial organisation is that it
caters to the satisfaction of human
wants and thereby promotes human
welfare and happiness. Industrial un-
dertakings which do not provide a
decent standard of living for their
workers have no social claim to sur-
vival. No popular government can af-
ford to allow an industrial
undertaking to subordinate its social
obligations to its own financial inter-
ests.

Thus said the Hon'ble Mr.
Jagjivan Ram, Labour Member, Gov-
ernment of India, in the course of his
presidential address at the Confer-
ence of employers' and workers' del-
egates, which began in New Delhi on
December 6.

The Conference, which was
attended by representatives of the
All India Organisation of Industrial
Employers and the Indian Federation
of Employers and by representatives
of the All India Trade Union Congress
and the Indian Federation of Labour,
was convened by the Government of
India for the purpose of discussing
and deciding upon a b-year pro-
gramme of labour legislation and ad-
ministration. The programme, which
aimed at bringing about an improve-
ment in the working conditions, effi-
ciency and a standard of living of
workers, had already been generally
accepted at two earlier conferences,
one of Provincial Labour Ministers
and the other at States' Labour Min-
isters.

5-Year Programme

The formulation of the 5-year
programme, said the Hon'ble Mr.
Jagjivan Ram, was intended to avoid,
on the one hand, piecemeal legisla-
tion and on the other, the charge of
being half-hearted in ameliorating

labour conditions. After pointing out
how from a broad national point of
view a progressive labour policy was
in the employer's interest no less
than that such a proposition was
true even from a narrower point of
view, because "a discontented
labour force is the worst possible in-
vestment."

Replying to the criticism that
might arise that the programme was
not sufficient revolutionary, he said:

“The demand has been put
forward that we should immediately
institute action for prescribing and
enforcing a national minimum wage,
introduce social security measures
including unemployment insurance
and old age pensions on a scale sim-
ilar to the benefits obtainable in the
countries of Western Europe. | have
every sympathy with these propos-
als. In fact our aim, as you will find
from the details of the 5-year pro-
gramme, is to move as rapidly as In-
dian conditions permit, towards the
achievement of these objectives.”

"At the same time | must em-
phasize that our great problem, at
the moment, is to produce more, and
still more. Our potentialities are
great. Intrinsically, our people are not
a whit behind others in ability. But
we are lacking in discipline, equip-
ment, organisation and what the
Americans call the "know-how". It is
only when we have removed these
defects and rectified the deficiencies
and when we have organised our
production on a vast scale that our
people can look forward to a real im-
provement in the standard of living.
Once we produce more, the common
man must get more. Capitalists all
the world over have realised that the
working classes are their best cus-
tomers and that unless their purchas-

ing power is increased, they will not
be able to sell their products. Hence
the slogan "Increase the purchasing
power of
the masses".

"l am not suggesting that we
should divert our attention from the
question of an improvement in
wages. Far from it. It is one of the
major items in our programme and
we shall do our best to secure for the
workers a living wage. We are mov-
ing in this direction.

As you may be aware, we
have set up a Committee to examine
the wages of coal miners and make
recommendations as to what would
be adequate scales of remuneration
for the different categories of work-
ers in this industry. We shall be
shortly convening a conference to
consider, among other things, the
question of wages for plantation
labour. We have taken up these two
to start with, because in these two
industries workers are least organ-
ised and therefore least able to as-
sert their claims.

"An increase in wages is only
a means to a better standard of liv-
ing. If because of an increase in
wages, workers should work less,
they will be cutting the ground under
their feet. Monetary wages wiill
mean little, if they cannot buy goods
and services. If we are not going to
put forward our best and expand our
production on a truly stupendous
scale, the goods and services will not
be there to buy.

Repercussions of Unrest

| have stressed the para-
mount necessity of initiating a drive
for higher production even at the risk
of some misunderstanding, because
| find there is still a considerable in-
dustrial unrest in the country, and as

a conse-
quence, we are
not producing
as much as we
can with our
limited capac-
ity. Take the
case of coal.
We are not
producing a
sufficient
quantity of
coal with the
result that our
steel production has had to be cur-
tailed by as much as 25 per cent.
Less coal means less transport serv-
ices, less cloth production accentu-
ating the already acute shortage of
cloth from which we suffer, and less
steel and cement.

Steel and cement are badly
needed not only for building houses
of workers but also for our develop-
ment programmes upon which we
are pinning our hopes of large-scale
employment.

"The vicious spiral of a con-
tracting economy will do none of us
any good. While, therefore, we make
a determined attempt to raise the
standard of living of workers, we
must also emphasise the supreme
necessity of increased output.

"Unless we do so the ambi-
tion of our waking life to make India
more prosperous and a happier coun-
try must remain an unfulfilled dream.
We are concerned with vital issues
affecting the standard of life of the
whole nation. If we are to succeed
we must subordinate individual and
sectional interests the interests of
the community as a whole.”

NEERAJ PAUL
+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com

- Source Courtesy:
Indian Information, Vol.20, 1947

International Collaboration Through I.L.0.

Labour Member on Objectives of Asiatic Regional Conference

"A new spirit has developed in Asia
of which all international organisa-
tions must take note." said the
Hon'ble Mr. Jagjivan Ram, Labour
Member in the Interim Government,
at a meeting in New Delhi on Febru-
ary 3, which was attended by Gov-
ernment representatives and
members of the I.L.O. Mission, now
in India in connection with the forth-
coming Regional Asiatic Conference.

Presiding over the meeting,
the Labour Member expressed India's
readiness to collaborate with other
countries for the realisation of the
ideals of the Philadelphia Charter.
"The ideals of four freedoms for
which the last war was fought are
the ideals for Asia no less than for Eu-
rope and America," he declared and
added: "Neither the backwardness
nor the military weakness of Asiatic
countries should be allowed to stand
in the way of their development to-
wards the goal of freedom and

democracy. On the other hand, in
fullest sympathy with the new awak-
ening of these countries and their le-
gitimate aspirations, international
collaboration through an organisation
such as I.L.O. can show how depend-
ent on each other are the nations of
this World for their own development
and progress.

"We in India are on the
threshold of great political changes.
We hope that similar developments
will take place in other Asiatic coun-
tries similarly struggling towards free-
dom. The International Labour
Organisation which stands for
democracy and universality can be of
great help to us not only in attaining
our ideals but also in the progressive
amelioration of the bulk of our popu-
lation.

Problems of Asia

"For dealing with the im-
mense problems of Asia it is neces-
sary that the I.L.O. should equip itself
and reorient its angle of vision. Hith-

erto, it has concentrated somewhat
exclusively on the problems of Europe
and America. | am glad to find that a
new vision has come to the |.L.O. The
holding of the Asiatic Regional Con-
ference is a healthy development. An-
other hopeful sign is the proposed
amendment of the Constitution
which specifically includes among the
functions of the I.L.O. its duty to ac-
cord to Governments all appropriate
assistance in connection with the
framing of labour laws and regula-
tions and the improvement of admin-
istrative practices and system of
inspection.

"We also greatly appreciate
the sympathy and understanding
which the Director-General has
shown in dealing with our problems.
We have derived considerable assis-
tance and benefit from the staff of
the I.L.O. who have visited us on pre-
vious occasions and for this we are
truly grateful.

The decision of the Director-

General to send this Mission is a step
forward in as much as you are here
as a team and have a wider and more
comprehensive objective than would
be the case if you came individually.
This Mission is the harbinger of the
Asiatic Conference but we hope that
the logical development of these re-
gional activities will be the establish-
ment of a Regional Office in Asia
which will make a thorough study of
our special difficulties and problems
without which it would be impossible
for us to adapt our labour code to any
recognised international standard.”
Concluding, Mr. Jagjivan Ram
referred to India's predominant inter-
est in constitutional questions at the
moment, and added, "We have our
hands full, but we are none the less
keenly interested in making the work
of your mission a success."
Source Courtesy: Indian
Information, Vol.20, 1947
Neeraj Paul
Mobile No. +91 99683-69972
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not prove suitable
in the context of
Asian conditions.

Mr.  Jagjivan
Ram considered it
a happy augury
that this confer-
ence should coin-
cide with a radical
phase of transfor-
mation in Asia
which was fast
coming into its
own. Since the
convening of this
conference was
actively mooted,
vast changes had
taken place on the
political scene of
Asia. Mr. Jagjivan
Ram said "the

Mpr. Jagjivan Ram, India's Labour
Minister, in his presidential address to
the Preparatory Asian Regional Con-
ference of the [.L.O. said that it
should be the task of this Asian
Labour Conference to consider how
best "we could help in furthering
plans of economic development, to
take stock periodically of the increase
in the national wealth brought about
by such developments and formulate
schemes for distributing it on an eqg-
uitable basis." This task, he added,
could be accomplished only if we
gave to our problems detailed and
systematic consideration.

Mr. Jagjivan Ram was of the
opinion that a grandiose plan was not
needed, but concrete steps to achieve
immediate social objectives. "This
great endeavour will require the joint
efforts of us all." He emphasised that
this and subsequent conferences in
Asia should consider what institu-
tions were required for this purpose.

Referring to the problem of
agricultural and cottage industry
workers, who constitute the vast ma-
jority in Asia and are yet unorganised,
the Labour Minister said that the ap-
proach hitherto followed, namely,

evolving techniques for the improve-
ment of workers in organised indus-
tries and then applying them to
agricultural and other workers, would

Asian Regional Labour Conference

Brief Summary of the Proceedings held at New Delhi

emancipation of
the countries of Asia should not,
therefore, be interpreted as isolated
events, but as the emergence of a
new and powerful factor in interna-
tional relationship which will always
throw its weight on the side of peace
and justice." Mr. Jagjivan Ram
thought that it was only through free
intercourse between the nations of
the world that progress and mutual
understanding could be assured.
International Brotherhood

Speaking of India he said
"Qur aim is the promotion of peace
and goodwill among nations, so that
we may build up an international
brotherhood, in which there will be
neither fear nor want, and every na-
tion will be able to develop its own
way of life in harmony with others".
The Labour Minister added that it was
the earnest desire of India to do all
she could to support International
Labour Organisation to enable it to
pursue its noble ideals.

Protection of Workers

Mr. Jagjivan Ram referred "to
the striking affinity between the
ideals of the I.L.O. and those of our
own" and said "we are trying to en-
shrine many of these in our constitu-
tion as directive principles of State
policy." The declared policy of the
State, he added would be to secure
protection against the employment of

workers in occupations unsuited to
their age or strength; protection of
children and young persons against
exploitation, moral and material aban-
donment and provision of a decent
standard of living.

Mr. Jagjivan Ram welcomed
representatives of Great Britain and
other European countries who, he
said, have had a historic association
with Asia and representatives of the
United States, Australia and New
Zealand. The collaboration of these
countries, he thought should prove a
great value because these countries
were pioneers in developing tech-
niques of economic and social
democracy.

Mr. Jagjivan Ram referred to
the difference on the labour problem
between Asian countries and those of
Europe or North America and said
"More than 75 per cent of the popu-
lation in Asian countries is working
on land. Most of these workers have
full employment for not more than six
months in the year. There are, in ad-
dition, large numbers dependent for
their living on handicrafts and cottage
industries. Workers in organised in-
dustrial establishments and transport
services constitute only a very small
minority."

Increased Production
Although this conference was prima-
rily concerned with the provision of
social services and the regulation of
workers' conditions, the Labour Min-
ister continued, without a very con-
siderable increase in production and
employment, all talk of social ad-
vancement would remain an empty
dream. Mr. Jagjivan Ram suggested
that this conference should concern
itself with problems of increasing pro-
duction, no less than those of secur-
ing an equitable distribution. The
industrial backwardness of Asian
countries, accentuated by the exis-
tence in some industries of anti-
quated methods of production had
been a limiting factor. If the task of
evolving concrete schemes to further
plans of economic developments was
to be successfully accomplished
there must be a proper institutional
set-up for the systematic and detailed
consideration of the vast and com-

www.deshdoaba.com
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Furthering Economic Development Plans

Jagjivan Ram QOutlines Tasks Before Asian Labour Conference
Source Courtesy: The Indian Express, 29 October 1947

plex problems
and to devise
appropriate so-
lutions for the
various social
problems
which  would
inevitably arise

with the ex-
panding eco-
n o m i c

NEERAJ PAUL
+91-99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com

development.
Improve Lot of
Agricultural

Workers

Mr. Jagjivan Ram pleaded for
a start to be made to improve the
conditions of agricultural workers
who, he said, constituted the vast
majority in all Asian countries. "The
main strength of this organisation” is
in its representative character. It is
necessary that in the selection of del-
egates and advisers from Asian coun-
tries, and more particularly in regard
to this regional conference, which is
mainly of Asian countries, efforts
should be made to secure representa-
tion of agriculturalists, both employ-

ers and workers, and of
handicraftsmen.”
Mr. Jagjivan Ram thought

that if representation was to be con-
fined as at present, to the most rep-
resentative organisation of employers
and workers, as the case may be,
there was little possibility at least for
some years to come of the agricul-
tural and cottage industry workers,
who were not sufficiently organised,
to secure representation at this con-
ference.
Three Committees Set Up

Mr. Kamal Kumar, Acting Di-
rector of the United Nations Organi-
sation, Delhi, and Mr. Chandramani,
of the World Health Organisation In-
terim Commission, conveyed greet-
ings to the conference on behalf of
their respective organisations and as-
sured their wholehearted co-opera-
tion. The conference set up three
Committees on labour policy, pro-
gramme of action and social security.
Earlier, the conference approved of
the Selection Committee report sug-
gesting the setting up of these Com-
mittees.

From 27th October to 8th November 1947

The Conference was attended by del-
egations from Afghanistan, Australia,
Burma, Ceylon, China, Cochin-China,
France, French Establishments in
India and New Caledonia, the United
Kingdom, India, Indo-China, Laos, the
Malayan Union, the Netherlands
Union, New Zealand, Pakistan, Siam
and Singapore; in addition, there
were 'observer delegations' from the
United States of America and Nepal
and a delegation from the Governing
Body of the International Labour Or-
ganisation.

The Conference was declared
open by Sir Guildhaume Myrddin-
Evans, Chairman of the Governing
Body of the I.L.O. on 27th October
1947. Immediately afterwards Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of
India, addressed the Conference ex-
pressing the hope that the Confer-
ence would consider all problems in
terms of the common man in Asia so
that not merely "the standards of liv-
ing in this or that country should im-
prove but that the standards should
go up everywhere".

India's Labour Minister, the
Hon'ble Shri Jagjivan Ram was unan-
imously elected as the President of
the Conference. In his Presidential ad-
dress, he said that the task of the
Asian Labour Conference should be
to consider how best we can help in
furthering plans of economic develop-
ment, to take stock periodically of the
increase in the national wealth
brought about by such developments
and formulate schemes for distribut-
ing it on an equitable basis.

The conference adopted 23

resolutions. Important among these
related to social security, labour pol-
icy, programme of action, intensifica-
tion of the Asian work of the I.L.O.,
Japan and the I.L.O., tripartite ma-
chinery and social objectives of the
I.L.O.

Source Courtesy: The Indian Labour

Year Book, 1947-48

Neeraj Paul
Mobile No. +91 99683-69972
Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com
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EDUCATE, AGITATE, ORGANISE

THE WATCHWORDS OF THE CONGRESS DEMOCRATIC PARTY

In continuation of the previous edi-
tion dated 8th July 2020 on the topic
of the historical usage of the watch-
words "Educate, Agitate, Organize",
the following information is being
shared wherein these were also the
watchwords of the Congress Demo-
cratic Party -1920:

TILAK'S MANIFESTO - CONGRESS
DEMOCRATIC PARTY - 1920

(FROM BONMBAY SECRET ABSTRACT
OF 1920, PARAGRAPH 701.)

April 28th - The following manifesto
by Tilak appeared in the Mahratta of
the 18th April :-

Mr. Tilak has sent us the fol-
lowing for publication :- "The Con-
gress Democratic Party, as the name
denotes, is a party animated by feel-
ing of unswerving loyalty to the Con-
gress and faith in Democracy. It
believes in the potency of democratic
doctrines for the solution of Indian
problems, and regards the extension
of education and political franchise as
two of its best weapons. It advocates
the removal of all civic, secular, or so-
cial disabilities based on caste or cus-
toms. It Dbelieves in religious
toleration, the sacredness of one's re-
ligion to one self, and the right and
duty of the state to protect it against
aggression. This party supports the
claim of the Muhammadans for the
solution of the Khilafat question ac-
cording to Mahammadan dogmas, be-
liefs and the tenets of the Koran.

This party believes in the in-
tegration or federation of India in the
British Commonwealth for the ad-
vancement of the cause of humanity
and the brotherhood of mankind but
demands autonomy for India and
equal status as a sister-state with
every other partner in the British
Commonwealth including Great
Britain. It insists upon equal citizen-
ship for Indians throughout the Com-
monwealth, and effective retaliation
whenever it is denied. It welcomes
the League of Nations as an instru-
ment for guaranteeing and enforcing
the peace of the world, integrity of
states, and freedom and honour of
nations and nationalities, and for end-
ing the exploitation of one country by
another.

This party emphatically as-
serts the fitness of India for Repre-
sentative and Responsible
Government, and claims for the peo-
ple of India, on the principles of self-
determination, the exclusive right of
fashioning the form of government
and determining the most appropriate
Constitution for India. It regards the
Montagu Reforms Act as "inade-
quate, unsatisfactory and disappoint-
ing" and will strive to remedy the
defects by introducing, with the aid
of the members of the Labour Party
and other sympathisers in British Par-
liament, at the earliest opportunity, a
New Reforms Bill for establishing full
Responsible Government in India, in-
cluding full Military control, full Fiscal
freedom, and an exhaustive Declara-
tion of Rights with constitutional

guarantees. To achieve this object, it
contemplates and recommends a res-
olute and energetic campaign in India
and in the countries represented on
the League of Nations. In this matter
the party's watchword will be "Edu-
cate, Agitate and Organise."

This party proposes to work
the Montagu Reforms Act for all it is
worth, and for accelerating the grant
of full responsible government; and
for this purpose it will without hesi-
tation offer co-operation or resort to
constitutional opposition whichever
may be expedient and best calculated

(2) Securing for the labouring
classes, agricultural and industrial, a
fair share of the fruits of labour, a fair
minimum wage, reasonable hours of
work, decent house accommodation,
and adjustment of relationship be-
tween capital and labour on equitable
basis, and promoting organisations
suitable for the purpose.

(3) Control of the export of
foodstuffs and other necessaries of
life by tariff or by other methods with
a view of reducing the prices thereof
and conserving supplies.

(4) Promotion of Swadeshism
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to give effect to the popular will.
Apart from the foregoing aims
and principles, the partly platform will
contain the following planks, but it
does not profess to be exhaustive:

IMPERIAL

(1) Repeal of all repressive
legislation (e.g. the Rowlatt Act, the
Press Act, the Arms Act, etc.); the in-
troduction of trial by a jury of one's
own countrymen especially in cases
of offences against the State; the
abolition of rigorous imprisonment for
such offences, and jail reform with
the view of placing offenders of all
classes on a par with similar offend-
ers in Great Britain.

and Development of Indian Industries
by all recognised methods including
State subsidies and protective tariff.

(5) Nationalisation of railways
and regulation of railway tariffs by
legislation with a view to assist in-
dustrial development and to abolish
privileges and favouritism in their
working.

(6) Retrenchment first and
foremost in every department espe-
cially in the Military expenditure, and
taxation when imperative or desir-
able; but taxation graduated accord-
ing to the capacity of various classes,
corporations or individuals so that the
burden may be proportionate to the
means of wealth of the taxpayer.

(7) Cre-
ation of a citi-
zen army;
officered by In-
dians, naval,
aerial and mili-
tary education;
and Commis-
sions for Indi-

ans in all
military  serv-
ices  without NEERAJ PAUL
racial discrimi- _+91-99683-69972

. Email: neerajpaul@hotmail.com
nation.

(8) Recruitment of all services
by open competitive examinations in
India.

(9) Promotion of National
unity by such means as the establish-
ment of a lingua franca for all India,
betterment of relations between fol-
lowers of different religions, and es-
pecially a Hindu-Moslem Entente.

(10) Readjustment of
provinces on linguistic basis.

PROVINCIAL

(1) Immediately securing full
popular autonomy for the provinces.

(2) Permanent Rayatwari set-
tlement on the Basis on an equitable
assessment.

(3) Village control over re-
served and protected forests in regard
to pasturage, fuel, dealwood, and use
of minor products.

(4) Absolute prohibition of
Veth, Bigar and Sarbarai.

(5) Education through the ver-
naculars as high as possible.

(6) Free and compulsory education
without distinction of sex, and spe-
cial contributions and increased
grants-in-aid from State funds to Mu-
nicipalities and Local Boards to carry
out this object immediately.

(7) Restoration of Village Pan-
chayats with administrative and judi-
cial powers.

(8) Abolition of drink.

(9) Extension of the franchise
without sex distinction.

(10) Sanitation upon a sys-
tematic basis under a Minister of
Health.

(11) Carrying out departmen-
tal reforms already enunciated and
approved by popular opinion, e.g.,
agricultural development extension of
irrigation, co-operative movement, in-
dustrial and technical education suit-
able to the needs of the country,
organised medical relief and encour-
agement to indigenous systems of
medicine.

Upon this programme the
party appeals for votes and support
for candidates pledged to these prin-
ciples with the fullest confidence of
receiving an enthusiastic response so
as to ensure victories in the coming
election battles.

Source Courtesy: Source Ma-
terial for A History of the Freedom
Movement in India (Collected from
Bombay Government Records) Vol.ll
1885-1920, Page No0.325 (Publica-
tion Date: 1958)
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Link the Crime Back to Serving Time

A discussion taking place amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic is the reduction
of jail populations due to the high risk
of spreading COVID-19 in the jails.
Most recently, the Governor’s office
announced a further reduction of the
state’s prisoner population by 8,000.
For many people in my District, these
actions receive great concern for pub-
lic safety implications. As an assur-
ance, announcements about releases
remind the public that prisoners being
released are strictly non-violent of-
fenders. But are they really?
California has a history of cre-
ating policies answering the call for
criminal justice reform that reduces
penalties and jail populations. On the
surface, that sounds fine. Overcrowd-
ing in jails and prisons is a serious
problem, and if we can reduce those
populations by revisiting what society
deems worthy of a stay in jail, why
not do just that? The problem

though, is that it is not exactly what
has occurred in the past. Violent
crimes have been redefined to omit
think most people would

THE ETERNAL DEPARTURE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY SWARAN SINGH JI

actions |

agree should merit some serious
jail time.

Measures like Proposition 47,
Proposition 57, and AB 109, have left
crimes like domestic violence, rape of
an unconscious person, and the traf-
ficking of children out of what consti-
tutes a violent crime when
considering parole. To me and others,
that is a ghastly omission. And since
the implementation of those meas-
ures, California has seen a steady in-
crease in violent crimes, particularly
in the most populous cities. It is not
difficult to draw a line from the re-
lease of violent criminals to an in-
crease in violent crimes.

Fortunately, Californians will
have the opportunity to rectify the sit-
uation moving forward. The Reducing
Crime and Keeping California Safe
Act of 2020 will be on the ballot as
Proposition 20. Proposition 20 will re-
store violent crimes, such as felony
assault with a deadly weapon, back
to being considered violent crimes,
and prevent the early release of some
of California’s most dangerous

criminals.

Proposition 20 has other
components to address rising crime
rates in California, including theft.
Many | have heard of and even wit-
nessed individuals running out of
stores with stolen goods with no fear
of consequences because if they
steal less than $950, under Proposi-
tion 47, it is not a felony, and there-
fore more trouble to prosecute than it
is worth. Proposition 20 will change
that to make the 3rd time being
caught stealing over $250 worth of
goods a felony. This will address the
increase in theft seen since the imple-
mentation of the “criminal justice
reforms.”

Among the reforms of Propo-
sition 20, there are also changes to
the parole process and acquisition of
DNA from criminals. DNA continues
to be invaluable in solving unsolvable
crimes. Increased use of DNA can not
only reveal the guilty but exonerate
the innocent. What Proposition 20
does not do is put the pin back in the
grenade. We cannot retroactively
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send peo-
ple back to
jail, and we
do not
need to do
that in all
cases.
What we
can do is
make sure
that California becomes safer moving
forward. Keeping violent criminals off
the streets for as long as possible
seems to me like the best way to
start.

Sue Frost

Sacramento County Supervisor

Thank you for reading — and
as always, if you want to contact me,
call me at 916-874-5491, or e-mail
me at Supervisor
Frost@saccounty.net.

Sue Frost represents the 4th
District, which includes all or part of
the communities of Citrus Heights,
Folsom, Orangevale, Antelope, Rio
Linda, Elverta, Gold River, Rancho

Murieta, North Highlands,
Carmichael, Foothill Farms and
Fair Oaks

Sardar Swaran Singh (Shaheed Bha-
gat Singh's uncle) was born in 1887
in the village of Khatkar Kalan in Ja-
landhar district (now Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Nagar) to mother Jai Kaur and
father Arjan Singh. The whole family
was fighting for the independence of
the country. In 1904-05, he went to
help the famine victims in Rajasthan
and brought the orphans to Lahore
and opened an orphanage. Partici-
pated in anti-British protests, was the
publicity minister of the Bharat Mata
Society. He was active in the 'PAGRI
SAMBHAAL O JATTA (Turban Care O
Jatta)' movement run by his elder

brother Ajit Singh. After the arrest of
Ajit Singh, he wrote anti-government
articles and secretly published and
distributed them to the public. Along
with his brothers S. Ajit Singh and S.
Kishan Singh and also with Lal Chand
Falak and Mehta Nand Kishore, he
fought on the political front and
brought a flood of insurgent publica-
tions to the Punjab, all of which led
to arrests and lawsuits.

On July 20, 1907, S. Swaran
Singh, Kartar Singh, Bahali Ram, Ram
Singh, Ghasita Ram and Govardhan
Das were sentenced to one and a half
years each; Lal Chand Falak to nine

months and Gandharv Sen to 30 lash
&ought hard against the prison hard-
ships. On appeal to the High Court,
he was released on bail and resumed
his work in the Bharat Mata Society.
In September 1907, Sardar Ajit
Singh, Sardar Kishan Singh and Sar-
dar Swaran Singh were released from
prisons and returned home when
Bhagat Singh was born on the 28th
of this month; he was named Bhagat
Singh being a lucky child for family.
He was again sentenced to
one and a half years rigorous impris-
onment. A mountain of sorrow fell on
wife Hukam Kaur. No one can fathom

the sufferings of women from patri-
otic families, which even historians
do not consider appropriate to men-
tion. He was serving a strict sentence
of one and a half years. Due to his
critical condition due to tuberculosis
and lung disease, the government re-
leased him on parole and on July 20,
1910, at the young age of 23, he sac-
rificed for the country. His wife
Hukam Kaur had taken him to her
parental house at Chakk No. 23 for
treatment where the patriot breathed
his last.

Balwinder Kaur Bansa
Sita Ram Madhopuri

LABOUR AS PARTNER IN INDUSTRY (Minister Explains New Role)

Labour's right to partnership in industry was
stressed by the Hon'ble Mr. Jagjivan Ram,
Labour Minister, when he inaugurated the Tri-
partite Industrial Committee on Plantations on
March 31 in New Delhi. Mr. Jagjivan Ram
said: "A fundamental change has taken place
in our conception of the role of labour in in-
dustry. After the first World War it was recog-
nised that labour was not to be regarded as a
commodity of commerce and that it was enti-
tled to humane conditions of employment. We
have now advanced a little further. Labour is
not only entitled to fair terms and conditions
of employment but also becomes a partner in
the industry in which he works. As a partner
labour is entitled to the benefits accruing from
partnership, but it also must learn to realise it
responsibilities.

This conception, the Labour Minister
continued, was emphasised in the Industrial
Truce resolution adopted last December by the
Industries Conference which included repre-
sentatives of Governments Central, Provincial
and States - employers and workers. The res-
olution stated: "The system of remuneration
to capital as well as labour must be so divided
that while in the interests of the consumers
and the primary producers profits should be
prevented by suitable measures of taxation
and otherwise, both will share the product of
their common effort after making provision for
payment of fair wages to labour, a fair return
on capital employed in the industry and rea-
sonable reserves for the maintenance and ex-
pansion of the undertaking”.

Calling upon the plantations industry
to give a lead to all other industries in putting

into practice the new concept of labour, Mr.
Jagjivan Ram pointed out that the tripartite
committee would have to assume new func-
tions as a result of the industrial truce resolu-
tion. "It will be the Central machinery for the
study and determination of fair wages and
conditions of labour and fair remuneration for
capital. In addition, it will have to devise ways
and means for the association of labour in all
matters concerning industrial production. | re-
alise that plantation labour is less sophisti-
cated than other industrial labours but it is
neither possible nor permissible on that ac-
count to withhold the right to partnership
which is the keystone of future industrial pol-
icy. | hope that in this matter Government will
have the fullest co-operation of the planters
throughout India. For the proper implementa-
tion of the Industrial Truce resolution we feel
that it would be desirable to set up a smaller
committee which will meet at more frequent
intervals".

Referring to the question of wages,
the Labour Ministry recalled that at the first
meeting of the committee in January 1947,
the industry agreed to give immediately a
dearness allowance of 2 annas a day to adult
workers and 1 anna a day to children. It was
also agreed that Government in collaboration
with the industry would hold an inquiry into
the cost and standard of living of plantation
workers. "This task", he said, "was completed
and Mr. Deshpande's reports are now before
you. | hope it will be regarded as an objective
study of existing conditions and will enable
this Committee to decide what further im-
provements are necessary to ensure that

wages are fair and reasonable. | refrain from
making any suggestion because | would prefer
that the matter should be settled between the
parties in friendly discussion. | may, however,
say that the report makes it clear that there is
scope for improvement. | hope you will be able
to arrive at an agreement which will do justice
to the worker and credit to the industry”.

Mr. Jagjivan Ram continued: "On the
question of the medical care and treatment of
plantation workers the industry agreed that
Government may prescribe reasonable stan-
dards for plantations. Major Lloyd Jones,
Deputy Director General of Health Services,
was deputed to study the conditions in the tea
plantations in India and to submit his recom-
mendations. His interesting report is also be-
fore you and it merits vyour serious
consideration. So far as | am concerned, |
must say that it makes depressing reading,
but | am glad to find that Major Lloyd Jones's
recommendations have been framed in consul-
tation with the industry and | have no doubt
that in a very short time we shall see a con-
siderable improvement."

Speaking on the proposals before
the committee in respect of legislation the
Labour Minister maintained: "Although most
employers may be ready to observe such stan-
dards as may be generally accepted as fair
and reasonable, we have always to reckon
with the few blacksheep who give a bad name
to the industry. We must, therefore, be armed
with legislative power to enable us to assume
control where it is necessary. It is our inten-
tion that legislation should not create pin
pricks for the industry. The administration of

any law that [T -
may be passed | JAGJIVAN RAM ELECTED[:
would come | { PRESIDENT OF LL.O. [
within the | i s

purview of this
Committee so
that any defects
in administration
may be brought
immediately to
our notice".

E x -
pressing the
hope that the tripartite machinery for the plan-
tations would become permanent and would
assume its new and important functions, Mr.
Jagjivan Ram remarked: "As time marches we
can see more clearly the almost revolutionary
changes in the wake of the second world war,
which are silently but surely overtaking us.
The old order is giving way to the new, requir-
ing all-round readjustment and re-orientation.
The changes may be liked or disliked but they
are inevitable. It would be folly to resist all
changes and to hope for the continuance of
the old social and economic order. Wisdom
demands that changes that are inevitable
should be so directed as to bring about the
greatest happiness of the greatest number.
The common man is gradually coming into his
own and it is our duty to help him in every
possible way. He will need guidance and
help.”
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Economic Impact of Covid-19 on Indian Economy: Who are the Big Sufferers?

ABSTRACT

The COVID-19 pandemic
identifiedin Wuhan, China in Decem-
ber 2019,has spread almost to all the
countries of the world. The mitigation
measures imposed by most of the na-
tions to prevent the spread of COVID-
19 have badly hit the global
economic activities. As per the latest
estimates, the world economy is pre-
dicted to decline by 5.2 percent, and
world trade is expected todrop by 13-
32 percent in 2020 due to the
COVID-19 virus. In this way the
COVID-19 pandemic has created
havoc in the world economy and the
Indian economy is no exception. The
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
has estimated the Indian GDP growth
at 1.9 percent and showed the worst
growth performance of India after the
liberalisation policy of 1991. Accord-
ing to the World Bank, the Indian
economy will contract by 3.2 percent
in 2020-21. Daily wage labourers and
other informal workers, particularly
migrant labourers of economically
poor states were the worst hit during
the lockdown period and will continue
to be adversely affected even after
the lockdown was relaxed. The paper
suggested adopting the multiple
measures to support the Indian econ-
omy and financial support to all the
families ofthe informal economy
workers to tideover this crisis.
Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic,
growth rates, informal sector, migrant
labourers.
JEL Codes: E26, F43, 118, 131

INTRODUCTION

As humans have spread across the
world, so have infectious diseases
Outbreaks such as contagious dis-
eases are persistent even in the pres-
ent-day modern era.However not
every outbreak extended tothe pan-
demic level as the Novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19) reached. The spread
ofthe COVID-19virus is not just a
health crisis but its effect on societies
and economies is far bigger. Though
the impact of thisvirusvaries from na-
tion wise but according to United Na-
tions this pandemic will increase
poverty and inequalities on a world
scale (UN, 2020). The COVID-19
virusdispersed all over the world with
astonishing speed and infected mil-
lions. The toll of COVID-19 virus in-
fected persons is large and
continuously increasing. Thousands
died andmany more suffering from di-
minished prospects and disrupted
livelihoods. The pandemic represents
the largest economic shock to the
global economy, falling global activity
(World Bank, 2020).

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO)statedthe COVID-19 pan-
demic as aglobal health emergency
indanuary 2020. Laterthis emergency
isgrown into a global crisis of health
and economy. The crisisaffectedthe
world economy that was never wit-
nessedeven in the past century (CRS
Report, 2020). The virus was first de-
tected in Wuhan, China, butit later-
spread over 200 countries. Borders of
more than 80 countries were closed
to prevent the arrivalof this virus from

other countries.The Governments in-
structed to close shops, factories,
self-quarantine, and closeall educa-
tional institutions which spark the

will suffer disproportionately. Com-
modity-exporting economies will be
severely affected by locusts from
China's weakening growth, and a de-

Gian Singh
Former Professor,
Department of Econom-
ics, Punjabi University,
Patiala-147002

fears of an impending economic crisis
and recession, which resulted from
the preventive measures of individu-
als and the transmission control poli-
cies of governments (Brahmbhatt &
Dutta, 2008).

Amidst the Coronavirus pan-
demic, several countries across the
world resorted to lockdowns to flat-
ten the curve of the infection (FICCI,
2020). Various mitigation measures
includingthe closure of schools, non-
essential business, travel restrictions,
and lockdowns were imposed by
most of the countries to prevent
COVID-19 spread. The associated
preventive measures to limit the
spread of this virus not onlylimitedthe
consumption and investment butalso
restricted the labour supply and pro-
duction.The cross-border tradeswere
disrupted and negatively affected the
financial and commodity markets,
supply chains,global trade, travel, and
tourism (World Bank, 2020).The main
objective of the present review was
to assess the economic impact of
COVID-19pandemic on the global
economy in general and the Indian
economy in particular.

The world faced such an eco-
nomic crisis after the greateconomic
depression of the 1930swhich re-
sulted inthe worst recession.The
world is facing the Covid-19 pan-
demic that has laid an adverse effect
on all the economic activates across
the world. Overall this pandemic is
anticipated to drop a majority of
countries into recession this year. Ad-
vanced economies are estimated to
shrink by 7 percent in 2020, as wide-
spread physical-distancing measures,
a sharp tightening of financial condi-
tions, and a collapse in external de-
mand resulting from depressing
activity (Table 71, on next page).

The emerging market and
economies' GDP is predicted to mark
a 2.5 percent contraction in 2020
due to the adverse effects of weak-
ening economics due to disruptions
related to their domestic outbreak of
COVID-19. The economies of coun-
tries heavily linked to global value
chains, highly dependent on foreign
currencies, and heavily dependent on
international trade, export, and
tourism with high COVID-19 out-
breaks and limited health awareness

Dharampal
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cline in demand for commodities in-
ternationally, especially oil. More than
90percent of EMDEs is expected to
face problems with revenue collection
each year, with millions more likely to
fall back into poverty. With advanced
economic contracts, China experienc-
ing slow growth, and EMDE growth
saved by foreign and domestic head-
winds, the global economy is ex-
pected to decline by 5.2 percent this
year in baseline forecasts. This will be
the deepest global recession since
World War Il, and nearly triple the
global recession in 2009 (World
Bank, 2020)

The COVID-19 epidemic has
created turmoil in the world economy
and international trade is no excep-
tion. Recent projections indicate that
global trade will still be much lower in
2020 than it did in the era of the
global financial crisis, partly disturbed
by the COVID-19 epidemic has re-
sulted in international travel and
global value chains (World Bank,
2020). The trade deficit is so great
that it may outweigh the damages
caused by the 2007-08 global finan-
cial crises. According to the WTO,
world exports will still drop from 13
to 32 percent by 2020 as a result of
the COVID-19 epidemic. The poten-
tial for recovery in 2021 is also still
lacking as there is no cure for the dis-
ease and it may take some time be-
fore the drug hits the market and
much depends on the regeneration
packages and response policies of
various governments to revitalize their
economy. All regions face barriers
when exports are led by the United
States and Asia with sectors that are
heavily affected by electronic and au-
tomotive products in heavy price
chains. Services are also expected to
suffer significant losses due to travel
and travel restrictions (Nataraj,
2020).

In a tightly connected and in-
tegrated world, the impact of the dis-
ease across death (those who die)
and illnesses (those who cannot work
for some time) were evident since the
outbreak of the Covid-19 epidemic.
Besides the Chinese economically de-
clined with interrupted production,
the operation of global supply chains
was also disrupted. Companies all
over the world, no matter how large,

depend on input from China begun to
deal with production contracts. Trans-
portation restrictions and restrictions
between countries have continued to
slow global economic activities. Most
importantly, certain fears between
consumers and firms are distorted
standard operating methods and mar-
ket differences made.

All the financial markets all
over the globe were also responsive
to the changes and international
stock indices plungeddrastically
(McKibbin& Fernando, 2020). Most
developed economies in the world
have passed support packs. While
India's economic stimulus package is
10 percent of its GDP, Japan's 21.1
percent, followed by the US (13 per-
cent), Sweden (12 percent), Germany
(10.7 percent), France (9.3 percent),
Spain (7.3 percent) and ltaly (5.7
percent).

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has projected GDP growth
of 1.9 percent and this reflects
India's worst performance after 1991
liberalisation policies in this financial
year as Coronavirus disrupted the
whole economy (Hindustan Times,
2020). According to the World Bank,
the Indian economy will contract by
3.2 percent by 2020-21 whereas
Goldman Sachs predictedthis reduc-
tion will be upto 5 percent thoughthe
stringent lockdown that lasted over
two months and took away crores of
jobs has come to an end (The Tribune,
2020).

This shock plays out in al-
most the same way across the globe
in terms of demand and the impact of
the disruption and subsequent eco-
nomic downturn. In the case of India,
however, the problem is likely to get
worse and last longer due to the re-
cession as it was in the pre-COVID-
19 era. By the time of the first
COVID-19 case in India appeared, the
economicactivity declined signifi-
cantly (Dev &Sengupta, 2020). Ac-
cording to official statistics, GDP
growth in the second quarter de-
creased to 4.7 percent in 2019, the
lowest level since 2013. The indus-
trial output from the eight primary
sectors has decreased by 5.2 percent
which was the highest in 14 yearsby
the end of 2019. The private sector
investment was a thing of the past
for years and declining in recent
times. The spending has also been
declining, for the first time in a few
decades. India's growth rates from
2008-09 are presented in Figure 1.

It is evident from Figure 1
that the Indian economy was experi-
encing a slow growth rate since the
2016-17. However, now COVID-19
added fuel to the fire by the declining
growth rate of India to 1.2 percent in
2020 as projected by IMF. This crisis
comes at a time when India's GDP
growth was already slowing down,
and unemployment was on the rise
owing to poor economic performance
over the last several years. The pre-
carious situation that the economy
was in before getting hit by this
shock will potentially worsen the ef-
fect of the shock. This wasespecially

(Contd. on next page)
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because the financial sector, the brain
of the economy was not functioning
properly and the macroeconomic pol-

depend on international trade, they
will face severe pressure. Global eco-
nomic output was declining and a se-
vere slowdown was expected in the

Table 1.Real GDP (Percentage Change from Previous Year)

Particulars 2017 | 2008 | 2019 | 2020f | 2021F
World 3.3 3.0 2.4 -5.2 4.2
Advanced economies 2.5 21 1.6 -7.0 3.9
United States 24 2.9 2.3 -6.1 4.0
Euro Area 2.5 1.9 1.2 9.1 4.5
Japan 22 0.3 0.7 -6.1 2.5
Emerging market and developing economies 4.5 4.3 3.5 -2.5 4.6
Commodity-exporting EMDEs 22 | 21 1.5 -4.8 3.1
Other EMDEs 6.1 5.7 48 -1.1 55
Other EMDEs excluding China 54 | 48 32 -3.6 | 36
East Asia and Pacific 6.5 6.3 5.9 0.5 6.6
China 6.8 6.6 6.1 1.0 6.9
Indonesia 5.1 52 5.0 0.0 4.8
Thailand 4.1 42 24 -5.0 4.1
Europe and Central Asia 4.1 33 22 -4.7 36
Russia 1.8 2.5 1.3 -6.0 2.7
Turkey 7.5 28 0.9 -3.8 5.0
Poland 49 5.3 4.1 -4.2 2.8
Latin America and the Caribbean 1.9 1.7 0.8 -7.2 2.8
Brazil 1.3 1.3 1.1 -8.0 22
Mexico 2.1 22 -0.3 -7.5 3.0
Argentina 2.7 -2.5 -2.2 -7.3 2.1
Middle East and North Africa 1.1 0.9 -0.2 4.2 23
Saudi Arabia -0.7 24 0.3 -3.8 2.5
Iran 38 -4.7 -8.2 -5.3 2.1
Egypt 42 | 53 | 56 | 30 | 21
South Asia 6.5 6.5 4.7 =27 2.8
India 7.0 6.1 4.2 -3.2 3.1
Pakistan 52 5.5 1.9 -2.6 -0.2
Bangladesh 73 | 79 82 1.6 1.0
Sub-Saharan Africa 26 2.6 22 2.8 31
Nigeria 0.8 1.9 22 232 1.7
South Africa 1.4 0.8 0.2 271 2.9
Angola -0.1 | 20 | -0.9 -4.0 31
Memorandum items

Real GDP

Real GDP

High-income countries 24 2.2 1.7 -6.8 3.8
Developing countries 4.8 4.4 3.7 2.4 4.7
Low-income countries 5.4 5.8 5.0 1.0 4.6
BRICS 53 53 4.7 -1.7 53
World (2010 PPP weights) 39 36 29 -4.1 43
World trade volume 59 4.0 0.8 -13.4 53
Commodity prices

Oil price 233 | 294 | -10.2 | 479 | 188
Non-energy commodity price index 5.5 1.8 -4.2 -5.9 3.0

Source: World Bank, 2020.

PPP = purchasing power parity; = forecast, e = estimate.

icy space to respond to such a crisis
was severely limited (Dev &Sengupta,
2020).
Figure 1.GDP Growth Rate
over the Years

The impact on the real or
forecasted sectors of the economy
was worse than a witness to the
2008 crisis. The country will now
face many challenges in terms of fi-
nancial and health crises, falling com-
modity prices, and much more. The
banking system increased surplus lig-
uidity as the market is experiencing
shocks due to uncertainty as well as
a decrease in demand. Financial
trauma has a huge impact, including
stock market crash, liquidity crisis as
it began to exit the global market in
the banking system, and various
changes in monetary policies. The US
dollar credit crunch started troubling
the world economy due to the huge
collapse of earnings, with the dollar
denying loans. As most companies

entire global economy. The global epi-
demic has hit the economy that ques-
tioned the goal of creating an Indian
economy of US $5 trillion with 7 per-
cent of GDP by 2024. According to
the latest World Bank estimates, India
is expected to grow 1.5 to 2.8 per-
cent. The IMF has projected a 1.9
percent increase in GDP in 2020 and
to achieve the economic objective of
$5 trillion, it will grow at a rate of 9
percent every year for five years
(Agrawal, Jamwal& Gupta, 2020).

Amidst the COVID-19, the shocks to
the Indian economy are expected to
be from both the demand and the
supply side. Lockdown and physical
distancing resulted in an immediate
supply shock, followed by a demand
shock (Shingal, 2020). On the supply
side, India being the highest exporter
of raw materialsis on the pause be-
cause of the closure of international
borders.Various industries such as
pharmaceuticals, automobiles, elec-

tronics, and chemical products,and
some others are facing a shortage of
required components.On the demand
side, it is expected that the demand
slowdown would be prominent in
consumer durables, fashion-oriented
products, and luxury items. Global de-
mand is likely to slow down with re-
spect to gems and jewellery, high-end
textiles like home furnishings, and
garments (Prahalathan, Mazumdar&
Khurana, 2020). The constant fear of
the pandemic in the public has af-
fected their mental well-being and
confidence level that postposed their
purchasing decisions. A contraction
in economic activities, reduction in
purchasing power, increased restric-
tions on movements of goods and
people, and huge uncertainty led to
double whammy of business that dis-
turbed the entire chain of production
and demand cycle.

The nationwide lockout has
abruptly halted almost all economic
activity. The disruption of demand
and supply forces is likely to continue
even after lifting of the lockdown. It
will take time for the economy to re-
turn to a normal state and even then
there will continue to be physical re-
form measures as long as there is no
health hazard. Therefore, demand is
unlikely to be restored over the next
several months, particularly demand
for non-essential goods and services.
Three major components of aggre-
gate demand are consumption, in-
vestment, and exports are likely to
persist over the long term. Apart from
the unprecedented drop in demand,
there will also be widespread supply
chain disruptions due to the non-
availability of raw materials, migration
of millions of migrant workers from
urban areas, slowing global trade and
shipments, and travel-related restric-
tions. This in turn further impacted in-
vestment, employment, income, and
consumption, bringing down the
overall growth rate of the economy
(Dev and Sengupta, 2020).

According to the Ministry of
Commerce and Trade, India's overall
exports (including goods and serv-
ices) are estimated to be US $27.96
billion in April 2020, showing nega-
tive growth of (-) 36.65 percent over
the same period last year. Total im-
ports are estimated at US $27.80 bil-
lion in April 2020, representing a
negative growth of (-) 47.36 percent
compared to the same period last
year (Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry, 2019). India is a service-based
economy, and the US and Europe are
major destinations for India's services
exports. More than three-quarters of
India's exports will be affected by the
IT industry, with COVID-19 spreading
widely in these areas. India's major IT
companies, which are software ex-
porters, are likely to be affected due
to low technology spending by com-
panies in the US and Europe during
the lockdown in a bid to prevent the
spread of the disease. The lockout in
many countries such as China, Italy,
and Germany has negatively im-
pacted India's exports to its major
trading partners(Nataraj, 2020).

The informal sector accounts

for, on average, one-third of official
GDP and about 70 percent of total
employment in EMDEs (World Bank,
2019). There are informal enterprises
for 8 out of every 10 enterprises in
the world (International Labour Or-
ganization, 2020). According to a re-
cent report by the World Bank
(2020), 40 percent of the informal
sector population will have to be
lifted out of poverty for unexpected
health care emergencies. Unemploy-
ment benefit is available only in a
small part of the population (on aver-
age, less than 2.5 percent).

India has a large informal sec-
tor, the largest in the world, employ-
ing close to 90 percent of its working
population and contributing over 45
percent of its GDP. There are signifi-
cant disparities between informal and
formal sector workers. On average, in-
formal workers have 19 percent less
than formal workers and have limited
savings (World Bank, 2019). With
less access to finance or social safety
nets than workers in the formal sec-
tor, informal sector workers are less
skilled and lower-paid (Perry et al.,
2007; World Bank, 2019). They often
live and work in crowded conditions
and do all transactions in cash-factors
that enable the spread of the disease
(Chodorow-Reich, Gopinath, Mishra,
& Narayanan, 2020; Suriko&Galeotti,
2020; Loayza, 2018).

The highest level of informal
employment in agriculture is more
than 90 percent (International Labour
Organization, 2018). In India, a large
number of workers and the popula-
tion of the entire country depend on
agriculture. The performance of agri-
culture is also important in the situa-
tion of rural demand. In the
pre-COVID-19 period, agricultural
GDP experienced an average growth
rate of 3.2 percent per year, with in-
termittent fluctuations over the six
years 2014-15 to 2019-20. How-
ever, during 2016-17 to 2018-19, the
terms of trade declined due to a
bumper crop and horticultural produc-
tion, leading to a drop in food prices.
This trend continued in 2019-20
(Dev &Sengupta, 2020). Demonetisa-
tion in November 2016 when 86 per-
cent of the money in the economy
wasted overnight, due to government
decrees, also affected agricultural ac-
tivities.

The lockdown due to COVID-
19affected the farmers and rural
labourers.March-April is the peak sea-
son for the sale of the rabiproduce
but harvesting washampered due to
the departure of thousands of migrant
workers. The shortages of fertilizers,
veterinarymedicines, and other inputs
could also affected agricultural pro-
duction. Closures of restaurants,
transportbottlenecks diminished the
demand for fresh produce, poultry
and fisheries products, affecting pro-
ducers andsuppliers.

Farmers producing for the
urban market experienced massive in-
come losses as they were unable to
sell their produce during the lock-
downs (International Labour Organi-
zation, 2020a). The media reports

(Contd. on next page)
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showed that the closure of hotels,
restaurants, sweets, andtea shops
during the lockdown was already af-
fecting milk sales. The exodus of mi-
grant workers may alsoreduce the
demand for milk in urban areas.
These factors could affect milk pro-
ducers adversely. Due to a lackof de-
mand, the dairy farmers were
dumping the milk in the drains. Un-
able to export their produce many-
farmers also dumped their seasonal
products such as grapes, etc.The
poultry farmers were badly hit due to
misinformation particularly on social
media that chickens were thecarriers
of COVID-19. Millions of small poul-
try farmers across the country were
struggling after sales crashed 80 per-
cent over thesefalse claims.Farmers
may be increasingly impacted by the
health crisis if the virus spreads fur-
ther into rural areas (International
Labour Organization,2020b).

There are around 100 million
internal migrant workers, who are es-
timated to make up 20 percent of
India's workforce. They help in the
construction of urban buildings,
roads, factory production, and partic-
ipate in many service activities. Infor-
mal workers were already facing
problems with low pay and income in
the period of COVID-19. Daily wage
earners and other informal workers
were most affected during the lock-
down period and will continue to be
adversely affected even after the
lockdown. With almost no economic
activity, especially in urban areas, the
lockdown caused a massive loss of
jobs and income for these workers.
The loss of labor income will result in
lower consumption of goods and
services, which is detrimental to the
continuity of businesses and to en-
sure that economies are resilient (In-
ternational Labour Organization,
2020b).

In recent times, one could see
images of hundreds of thousands of
migrant workers from several states
walking several hundred to visit their
respective villages. Some migrants
died on the way due to exhaustion
and lack of food. These workers felt
that villages are better for them as
they could live with their families. In
the case of Senegal and India, infor-
mal (or self-employed) workers mi-
grated from urban to rural areas with
the inability to live and gain access to
health care, which can further spread
the virus (International Labour Organ-
ization,2020b).

CONCLUSIONS AND POLICY IMPLI-
CATIONS

Based on the above discus-
sion, some of the policy implications
to deal with the economic crisis cre-
ated by the COVID-19 pandemic in
India are:

° The first measure must be to
protect the workers in the informal
sector, whoare badly affected, and
yet have little savings to tide them
over the shock. This will not be easy
to do, but two mechanisms could be
utilized: MGNREGS (Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme) and Jan Dhan accounts.

Even after the lockout is relaxed,
will take some time for the economy
to pick up in the post-COVID-19 pe-
riod and this will further aggravate
the future uncertainty for the informal
workers in general and the migrant
workers in particular. Therefore, there
is a need to explore social policy
measures and employment opportu-
nities that can protect informal and
migrant workers from hunger and ex-
treme poverty.

° Farmers, agricultural labourers
and rural artisans by their hard work
feed the entire population. To protect
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them, the central and state govern-
ments should provide direct and indi-
rect monetary benefits to these
farming sections.

° To increase liquidity and in-
crease consumer confidence, the
Government of India should provide a
payroll tax holiday for a quarter to
help support demand in these stress-
ful times.

o A disaster management
framework focused on managing dis-
ease outbreaks will become essential
in our large and densely populated
country.

° The COVID-19 pandemic indi-
cated the urgent need of the public
sector particularly in the areas of ed-
ucation, health care, etc.Therefore,
the government should provide these
essential goods as public goods.
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Dalit Identity Issue — United We Stand and Divided We Fall

Of late, the issue of dalit identity as
Ad-dharmis or Ravidassias is cur-
rently making waves in the social
media. Sometimes, new Buddhists, it
seems, also get tempted to jump on
the bandwagon of ‘Identity’ zealots
or they are unnecessarily dragged by
the stakeholders. Occasionally, | have
also joined the debate and com-
mented on various posts floating on
Facebook or other social media or-
gans like WhatsApp etc. First of all,
before | come to the real issue, let me
add with some satisfaction that more
and more dalit youth are getting ac-
cess to the social media though they
are yet to realize the full impact of
this very important tool to express
themselves in the situation where
they don’t have the luxury of enjoying
the attention of the mainstream
media both print and electronic. |
wish more and more dalit educated

youth join and avail of facilities like
Twitter, Youtube etc. and express
their view point. We need to be more
serious and involved in the process
and should not limit ourselves to “Jai
Gurdev — Dhan Gurdev or Jai Bhim —
Jai Bharat. Say more and be full-
fledged stakeholders in this important
issue. Only then your views will count
in the corridors of power in Delhi and
the State capitals. It is a matter of
some gratification that in the ensuing
debate the national media has shown
some interest. | have seen detailed
stories in the Times of India and the
Indian Express, of late, besides the
vernacular media. It is a good devel-
opment but the purpose and motiva-
tion of the media, generally found
aloof or unconcerned, is yet to be un-
derstood. It seems, as usual, many
forces, both genuine and vested, are
interested and working on the issue
and obviously. Of course, it is an im-
portant issue, ldentity of Dalits, has a
direct bearing on the social and polit-
ical edifice of the country. | am saying
this not as an expert but an inter-
ested layman and an ordinary citizen
of the country with an open mind.
Before | proceed to discuss
the meager details and cursory infor-
mation | have on the issue, let me,
with all humility, share my views on
the ongoing debate on ‘Dalit Identity’
in the larger interests of the commu-
nity and the society at large, knowing
well that these may not find favour
with the Principals of both the camps
i.e. Ad-dharmis and Ravidassias and
even the Buddhists. The ‘Dalit Iden-
tity Issue’ being discussed currently
is an unnecessary debate which will
bring no benefit and dividend and
even advantage to the community in

the given social and constitutional
background. The assertions of both
the Ad-dharam Movement and the
Dera Sachkhand Ballan with regard to
their proclaimed religious identity as
Ad-dharmis and Ravidassias are fully,
to my mind, laced with ‘divisive ten-
dencies’’ which will further divide
dalit communities. It will be detrimen-
tal to our overall interests in the run
up to get a due space and share in
the polity and society of India. My
gut feeling is that this avoidable de-
bate has been purposely instigated by
the vested interests who directly gain
from the situation in which dalits re-
main divided. | stop here and will, if
need be, specify these inimical forces
who follow the age old dictum of ‘Di-
vide and Rule’ at some later date as |
don’t intend to add to existing unfor-
tunate social animosity. The premise
of both the stakeholders i.e. Ad-

of fact, was a spontaneous and half
baked reaction which came to the
fore in anger and with a sense of re-
taliation against the Sikh culture and
society, if not against the Sikh reli-
gion. Otherwise, the daily ritualistic
routine at the Dera and also the con-
duct of the Sants there remained the
same minus the exalted presence of
Guru Granth Sahib which was re-
placed by the hurriedly compiled Am-
ritvani, a new holy book dedicated to
Guru Ravidass ji. It will not be out of
place to mention that it was a myste-
rious tragedy, soon thereafter, that
the motley group of Sants and other
senior functionaries at the Dera who
were instrumental in floating the new
religion i.e. Ravidassia Dharam, were
shunted out of the Dera by the cur-
rent dispensation in control of the
Dera. The political outfits and their
leadership - Congress, BJP, Akalis,

hand Ballan
on the
issue of
identity
may be
seen in this
b ack -}
ground. It
is just a co-
incident
that | knew
Banta Ram

' -

ghera per-| Ramesh Chander
sonally and .
S a n t|Ambassador - LF.S. (Retired)
Satwinder 91-99885-10940
Hira, a

qualified Engineer by profession, is
also known to me as are the high-ups
at the Dera Sachkhand Ballan.

Now coming to the crux with-
out further prolonging the back-
ground, | would like to share the likely

The Smbedkarite Tobap
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Ambassador Ramesh Chander with Sant
Niranjan Dassji and Sant Ramanandji at
Vienna (Austria)

XA

Ambassador Ramesh Chander with
Sant Satwinder Hiraji at Jalandhar

dharmis and Ravidassias on the issue
is based on fallacious and unfounded
understandings on the issue. The Ad-
dharmis rely and stand on the
thoughts of Babu Mangu Ram Mu-
gowalia under the umbrella of Ad-
dharam Mandal of yesteryears and
the fact of the census of 1931 and
1941 in which Ad-dharam was ac-
corded some sort of recognition as
distinct from the Hindus and Sikhs as
a pre-cursor to the Communal Award
of 1932 of PM Ramsey MacDonald.
The Poona Pact of 1932 between
Gandhi and Ambedkar followed by
the India Act of 1935 and finally cul-
minating in the constitution of inde-
pendent India changed the entire
scenario and the Ad-dharam Move-
ment became dormant and was made
irrelevant. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s
embracing of Buddhism, an epoch
making event in the history of India,
in October, 1956 further eroded Ad-
dharam’s base and rationale. | need
not go beyond this. The Ravidassia
Dharam floated by Dera Sachkhand
Ballan of Jalandhar is comparatively
a recent development of 2010-11.
The genesis of it lays in the gruesome
and cold blooded murder of Sant Ra-
manand of the Dera Ballan in May,
2009 in Vienna the capital city of
Austria. The present Principal Sant of
the Dera Niranjan Dass ji was also
grievously wounded in the murderous
attack by some Sikh hardcore mili-
tants. Till then the Dera was faithfully
following the Guru Granth Sahib and
lofty tenets of Sikhism and Sant Ra-
manand himself was one of the
known and revered preachers of Gur-
bani enshrined in the great Guru
Granth  Sahib. The Ravidassia
Dharam, to put it briefly as a matter

BSP, as and when convenient placate
the Dera including the establishment
and control of the holy sites at Seer
Govardhanpur at Varanasi in UP for
their political axe to grind owing to
the Dera’s considerable clout among
the Chamars/Ad-dharmis in and
around Doaba region of Punjab and
dalit Diaspora abroad. The Dera and
its leadership take it, | think, mistak-
enly, as support to their new venture,
Ravidassia Dharam which is, in fact,
not the case. It is, to my mind, an ill-
conceived idea having no social and
constitutional background and
backup. | may appear to be candid
and frank in expressing my opinion on
the subject but | do it in all good faith
as a humble Ad-dharmi or Ravidassia
with utmost respect and reverence
for the Dera Sachkhand Ballan and its
leadership including Sant Niranjan
Dass ji whom | had met a couple of
times in Vienna and at my humble
abodes in Delhi and Jalandhar, be-
sides my personal good rapport with
Sant Ramanand and that of my broth-
ers with Sant Garib Dass of the es-
teemed Dera. As regards Ad-dharam,
the idea had exhausted its utility with
the new constitution of India. Banta
Ram Ghera, a tireless community ac-
tivist who was instrumental in
searching and establishing the birth
place of Seer Govardhanpur in
Varanasi, picked up the flag of Ad-
dharam to counter Dera Sachkhand
Ballan who gained control of the holy
site and condemned Banta Ram
Ghera to die as an ‘unsung’ hero.
This feud between the All India Ad-
dharam Movement under the stew-
ardship of Sant Satwinder Hira of
Khuralgarh Sahib in Hoshiarpur, Pun-
jab and Management of Dera Sachk-

fallout, to my mind, of this ‘Dalit
Identity” with the concerned and in-
terested in both camps i.e. the propo-
nents of Ad-dharam and Ravidassia
Dharam. The immediate and definite
fallout is further division in the soci-
ety which will do much harm to the
overall interests and concerns of dalit
communities at large. It will also ad-
versely affect the social cohesion and
harmony with the mainstream of the
society. There is no constitutional
provision, as of now, to accommo-
date the submissions, proposals, de-
mands made to the government in
this regard. If the government tends
to accept these demands, let us be-
lieve so hypothetically, a constitu-
tional amendment would be needed.
Do we have that strength, support
and wherewithal to take forward the
matter? | don’t think so, given the
state and mode of our representa-
tions, memorandums and letters to
President, PM and other authorities —
lacking in good and flawless drafting,
lacking in content and intent, bereft
of thrust and goalpost to say the
least. It only shows that we are not
serious. But nevertheless we wish to
stand on ego and ceremonies to carry
on the limited agenda to be seen as
the flag-bearers of the community.
Given the current and forth-
coming scenario, we need no sepa-
rate identity distinct and separate
from Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists.
Currently, almost all Ad-dharmis,
Ravidassias are either Hindus or Sikhs
or Buddhists in accordance with the
social and legal framework under the
constitution of India. Our greatest
icon in contemporary times, Dr. Bhim-
rao Ramji Ambedkar, after deep
(Contd. on next page)
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(Continue from page 10)
thought and in-depth study and also
due consideration embraced Bud-
dhism in October, 1956 to shed the
yoke of uncivilized, unbecoming, in-

Buddhism or any other as they like.
Moreover, India is a secular country.
Religion is our personal choice and it
should remain personal and private to
our personal satisfaction.

human and exploitive behavior of
the caste Hindus with their fel-
low human beings belonging to
the so called lower strata of the
repressive caste system. More
than a million of his followers
embraced Buddhism in a few
days of the epoch making histor-
ical decision and action of Bab-
saheb Ambedkar. The history of
religious renaissance in India
would have been different had |

I\d

Dr. Ambedkar not passed away
in December 1956, barely in less
than two months of his reviving in
India the great religion of the world,
Buddhism. | am confident that the
question of seeking new identity as
Ad-dharmis or Ravidassias would not
have risen. But that was not to be.
Now, it seems, we are to content our-
selves with our religious and cultural
identity and affiliation with the main
stream religions with identified with
India that is Bharat. Generally as a
common tendency and tradition one
remains in the same religion in which
one is born. Conversion to another re-
ligion remains a viable option which
is legal and desirable as many of us
did on the call of our leader Babasa-
heb Ambedkar. Still those who feel
suffocated and marginalized in the
Hindu or Sikh fold are free to adopt

The question of identity still
remains. | take the liberty of quoting
from my recent interaction and ex-
changes on Facebook with one of my
friends, Sunil Raju who is an ardent
supporter and follower of Dera Sachk-
hand Ballan and also the idea of Ravi-
dassia Dharam as much needed
identity. While we disagree on the
question of religious identity as ex-
plained in this piece, | agreed with
him when he wrote, “Our pain is
common. Our struggle is common.
Our challenges are common.” Yes,
we are to redress and remove the
pain. We are to take our struggle to
the next phase and we are to face the
challenges together with grit and de-
termination to identify, secure and
preserve our due space in the society
as dignified human beings as or-

dained by great Guru Ravidass and
the greatest son of India Babasaheb
Ambedkar. With a view to face the
future challenges in a concerted way,
to my mind, Ambedkar and Ambedkar
alone, who enjoyed acceptance and
recognition not only all over India but
beyond in the international commu-
nity, could be our ldentity — Ambed-
kar Identity as Ambedkarites to take
care of our political and socio-eco-
nomic aspirations while retaining and
maintaining our religious identity as
Hindus or Sikhs or Buddhists. There
is no other way. We would ignore this

Laughter — Spice of Life

The Covid 19 pandemic has affected
our routine and life style in one way
or the other. The resultant fallout is —
depression, anxi-
ety, loneliness, mo-
notony etc. We are
to think seriously
how to come out
of these negativi-
ties of our day to
day life. Laughter, |
think, could be
one of the curative
remedies. Some-
one has rightly
said, “Laughter is
the language
everyone under-
stands.” | thought
of writing to
lighten the tense
atmosphere by
picking up some
jokes, narrations,
cartoons etc. from
here and there and
share with my
friends for mutual
benefit to make
our routine some-
what relaxed -
Fun is intended
but with malice. A

On becoming the PM for the second
term in May last year, PM Narendra
Modi reiterated his agenda of Sab Ka

o

A A ard

Jewish proverb |
gives a right mes-
sage — “A good
laugh is a mighty good thing, rather
too scarce a good thing. ... As soap
is to the body, so laughter is to the
soul.”

Sath, Sab Ka Vikas, and Sab Ka Vish-
vas and rightly so. The word “Vikas”
often caught the imagination of peo-
ple but connotations changed with

the police encounter of dreaded gang-
ster Vikas Dubey. The politically mo-
tivated fertile minds put the phrase or
terminology used by the Pradhan
Sevak as - Vikas, of which PM Modi
was talking about for the last 6 years
was finally found in Kanpur. Yet an-
other gem which is in circulation —
Bhaiyon aur Behno, Ab Desh Mein
Vikas Ki Baat Mat Karna, Uska En-
counter Ho Chuka Hai. The gangster
Vikas Dubey enjoyed deep connec-
tions and clout with all the political
parties and the top echelons of Police
and Administration, it is a known
fact. The UP government has insti-
tuted an enquiry to prove the alleged
‘Police Encounter of Vikas Dubey and
his connections in police and bureau-
cracy but not politicians. The politi-
cians, it seems, are considered ‘Holy
Cows’ in the Indian establishment.
One cannot help but laugh on this
notion. Mera Bharat Mahan.
Somebody has rightly said, “Politics
is the only art whose artists regularly
disown their masterpieces.” PM of
Nepal, K.P. Sharma Oli was lately in
the news for a strange reason. He all
of a sudden realized that Ayodhya
was not in India but in Nepal. Some-
body, ridiculing the PM of Nepal,
commented sarcastically

Napolean was born in Nepal.
His real name was Nepalian.
The Mahanayak of Bollywood,
Amitabh Bachchan and some mem-
bers of his immediate family were
found Corona infected. Obviously it

reality at our own peril. Forces inim-
ical to our interest are sitting close
by. They intend to divide us and
continue to oppress and exploit us
to their advantage. The mission of
Guru Ravidass, Babasaheb Ambed-
kar, Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy ,
Manyawar Kanshi Ram could only
be realized if we remain united
under the Ambedkar Idenity. The
| dreams of Babu Mangu Ram Mu-
gowalia of Ad-dharam Movement
and Sant Sarwan Dass of Dera
Sachkhand Ballan, who collaborated
and cooperated with each other for
the empowerment of dalits would
find echo in our unity to carry the
caravan of the community forward
to common advantage and benefit.
United we stand and Divided we fall
| conclude with a poetic rendition of
Allma Igbal:

B Hawaida Aaj Apne Zakhm-e-Pinhan
Kar Ke Chorun Ga

Lahoo Ro Ro Ke Mehfil Ko Gulistan
Kar Ke Chorun Ga

(I will surely exhibit all my hidden
wounds today

I will surely change assembly to a
garden with blood=mixed tears)
Parona Aik Hi Tasbeeh Mein
Bikhare Danon Ko

Jo Muskhil Hai, To Iss Mushkil Ki
Asan Kar Ke Chorun Ga

(If stringing these scattered pearls in
a single rosary

Is difficult, | will surely make this dif-
ficult task easy)
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was big news and media, as usual,
was over-hyped. Somebody tried to
give a right message to the great In-
dian media. Hope the Media takes it
as it came:

Trump: Kya Hua Bhai, Tumhara India
Se Matter Solve Hua?

Xi Jinping: Pata Nahi, Abhi Amitabh
Bachchan Ko Corona Hua Hai, Indian
Media Wahan Busy Hai, Amitabh Sir
Theek Ho Jayein Fir Dekhte Hain!
Yet another one:

I8 DI Sl D0l D dIG IHALCITH Il
A1 ol 3lUoil Blcld Sliolol D it Ae Joft!
Post-script:

Life is like a Badminton match.

If we wish to win, we must:

Serve well, return well and remember,
the game starts with 'Love All'.
Good morning and have a blissful
day!
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Indian Grill

Indiangrillsanleandro.com

!
I Pal343@ yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet : 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Fine Dining: 4.30 PM - 9"30 PM

We do Outdoor & Indoor
Catering for all your Events

1600 Washington Ave.
San Leandro.CA 94577

GINNY WALIA
Law Offices. Inc
Ginny H. K. Walia

Experienced Jury Trial Lawyer FYRATI N
Featured as a legal analyst on CRIMINAL
Fox News, MSNBC and Kron 4 DEFENSE

Tel: (408) 724-9200
Fax: (408) 724-9202
Toll Fre: 1 (00) 379-9330

AND CIVIL
LITIGATION

ginny@walialawfirm.com
www.walialawfirm.com

Office (925) 779-1234
Direct (925) 366-3618

RAMESHSUMAN  Fax (905) 219-3918
Broker Reallor  DRE Licence- 00871752

www.majestichomes.us ramesh@rameshsuman.com

P.O. Box 3434, Antioch, CA 94531-3434

SAROAY
INVESTMENT REALTY

Ram Saroay

Broker/Realtor
Business License 031035

ramsaroay@hotmail.com

39039 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite # 205 Fremont, CA 94538
Office: (510) 742-8120, Cell; (510) 368-3983
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6930 65TH STREET # 115 SACRAMENTO CA 95823

Amrik Chand (cea)

Phone : 510-490-8200
Fax : 510-490-8202
Email : achand@pacbell.net

Income Tax Preparation
(Individual, Corporation & LLC)
Payroll Services & Bookkeeping Services
* We are in this business since 1989.
Your satisfaction is our goal.

959 Corporate Way, Fremont, CA. 94539

* Please call us for
Professional & reliable
services at reasonable rates.
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INDIAN, PAKISTANI & FIJJIAN GROCERIES

LASSAANEENN CALL TO HAPPY

7 DAYS A WEEK !

Ph: (209) 478-0285
rax (209) 477-3206
WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS ' g3 3 @niameta feae @ Susdieu aa |

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

1304-E HAMMER LANE, SUITE 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210
EMAIL: indiabazaar08@yahoo.com

SWEETS & CATERING ITEMS SERVING
AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR All Kinds of Sweets | Snacks
MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS Chaat Stall | North Indian Cuisine
Fluda Kulfi Stall | On Site Tandoor
CATERING SERVICE ADDITIONAL SERVICE
Wedding Ceremonies | Receptions Warmers | Chaffing Dishes
Birthday Parties | Corporate Events China & Silverware
Religious Gatherings Linen Rental | Waiters
Picnics/Bar-B-Que Bartenders

CONTACT US: ——
RAJA SWEETS & CATERING iﬁ‘;ﬂ&“ﬁ?{?ﬁ:@;}"ge‘égm
WORK (510) 489-9100 RiEat

K Facebook. Twitter

CELL (51 0) 71 5'1 61 9 rajasweetsandcatering rajasweets
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SWEETS & SPICES

CHAAT PAPDI, SAMOSA, CHAAT, PANI PURI
DAHI VADA, BHEL PURI CHAAT

WE HAVE MUSIC, FABRIC

LARGEST ARTIFICIAL
COLLECTION || JEWELRY, SWEETS,

FOR INDIAN | ' FRESH VEGETABLES

FIJIAN & PAKISTANI

GROCERY & MORE..

Super Eyebrow
Threading Now Open

Eyebrow Threading
& Henna Tattoo

7 times, .
Get 8th one free! R

SACRAMENTO CA 95842 # 100 ROSEVILLE, A 95747

sz vo m mstw. 916-798-8142

916- 338-5511 016- 786-7666  IndiaMarketRoseville@gmail.com
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KASH FABRICS

ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTRE
29576 Mission Blvd Hayward. Ca 94544

www.kashfabrics.com

Tel: 510-538-1138
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Pittsburg Gurughar remained open for Sunday services for a few weeks but because of ongoing surge in COVID-19 cases the Managing
Committee is constrained to notify the entire Sangat that effective immediately the Gurughar is closed again for Sangat attendance till
August 9th, 2020 (Sunday) and is rescheduled to open on August,16th, 2020, depending on the severity of the COVID-19 conditions.
We are very sorry to share this unpleasant decision with the Sangat but had no other option but to pray for calming down this Pan-
demic. Community collaboration in such difficult times is vital to help keep Sangat healthy by avoiding exposures to the virus.

APPEAL FOR DONATIONS:- As the Sangat is well aware that because of no in-flow of cash
donations impacted by Corona Virus the Guru ghar is also experiencing financial difficulties
in the payment of our regular bills including the salary of the priests and other unforeseen
maintenance repairs of Guru Ghar. Since the Sangat is the main force and the impetus
behind the running of any religious institution we earnestly appeal to to please continue
your kind help through your generous donations to Guru Ghar.

REORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES:- In accordance with the provisions of the
By-laws of this Gurughar, the process of reorganization of the Board of Directors and the

Executive Committee will be on August 23, 2020. The term of some of the current mem-
bers of the Managing Committee is due to expire in August, 2020 making room for re-
placement with new volunteer Sewadars. Applications from new Sewadars are invited
from Sangat so as to reach the Chairman by August 16th, 2020.

Gurughar members who have not renewed their membership so far are also re-
quested to do so by paying their annual renewal fee.

We also pray for the safety of all those physicians, nurses and other workers who
are fighting together by risking their lives in the forefront for treatment of the patients
of COVID-19.

“NANAK NAM CHARDI KALA TERE BHANE SARBAT DA BHALA”

President
Shinder Paul Narabu

Chairman
Jagtar Bhatia

Sangat De Sewadar

Treasurer
Vinod Kumar

General Secretary
Dharam Pal Chonkria
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AIVIBEDKAR TIMES FORUM
AND THE SO-CALLED UPPER CASTES

Prem K. Chumber
Editor-In-Chief: Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba

Dear Readers,

Ambedkartimes.com received an e-mail
seeking its opinion on the question of whether
this World's fastest expanding web-site enter-
tains reports, articles and essays written by
scholars belonging to Non-Dalit or so called
Upper Caste categories?

Let me (the editor of this site), clarify at
the outset that www.ambedkartimes.com
firmly believes in the philosophy and teachings
of Bharat Rattan Babasaheb Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
and aims at in its modest way to keep the car-
avan going on. Babasaheb had very clearly said
that Brahmanism is a state of mind and an ide-
ology rooted in Hindu Shastras. Brahmanism is
not a person. A particular person who belongs
to an Upper Caste but does not believe in the
muck of the Hindu Shastras and is critical of its
Chaturvarna theory cannot be tied with Brah-
manism simply by virtue of the fact that he is
born Upper Caste. Such thinking totally negates
the very radical philosophy of Babasaheb Dr
Ambedkar who clearly condemned any kind of
discrimination based on birth/caste.

After the episode of Jat-Pat Todak Man-
dal of Lahore in 1936, Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar
decided that henceforth he would not go to any
Caste Hindu organization but will welcome any
one from the Upper Castes if he or she believes
in Annihilation of the Caste system and agree
with his philosophy of emancipation and em-
powerment of the Dalits.

Thus, Ambedkartimes.com is of the firm
view that if any one, whosoever she/he may be,
tries to distort the path of Babasaheb’s struggle
and creates a wedge between the Dalits and
the Dalit-sympatric scholars (who irrespective
of their caste repose faith in the Philosophy and
teachings of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar) is an enemy of
the Dalits and the cause of the community.

<www.ambedkartimes.com > encour-
age and welcome scholars of Dalits as well as
non-Dalit background to contribute their valu-
able writings that will enlighten the cause of
the Dalits and further the on-going struggle
both in India and elsewhere.

Further <www.ambedkartimes.com >
does not discriminate simply on the basis of
birth, rather it is duty bound to make all efforts
for the elimination of this disastrous practice of
Brahminical ideology that has made the life of
Dalits a hell for centuries all together.

It also caution that we too should not
fall victim to such nefarious designs of the
Brahminical ideology and warns to be at guards
so that Brahmanism should not enter the rank
and files of the Ambedkarite struggle from the
back door!
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NIRWAN & ASSOCIATES

www.hirwanlaw.com
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Incorporation
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Dissolution
501 © Non-Profit
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IMMIGRATION LAW
* Adjustment of Status
* Citizenship
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* Appeals-1]/
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* Board /Federal Ct
* Labor Certification
* Asylum
* Removal & Deportation Defense

TAX LAW
* Offer in Compromise
* Payment Plans
* File Back Taxes
* Tax Preparation
* Audits, Appeals
* Tax Court Rep
* IRS/EDD/FTB Representation
* Personal & Business
* Income Tax Filling 1040/1020
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Auto Repair & Services
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SUNSHINE AUTO CARE INC.

DEA

PHILLIPS AUTO CARE

Trucks & Trailers Services:
* DPF Filter Cleaning

Auto Services:
» Oil Change Services

* Fectory Scheduled Maintenance

* Transmission Repair / Replacement

* 4WD Repairs Clutch Replacement

* Power Door Lock & Windows Repairs
* Electrical / Battery Service & Repair

* Engine Diagnostic Service

* Air Conditioning Service & Repair

* Cooling System Service & Repair

* Major Engine Repair
* Brake Repairs
* And Much More...

* Clutch

We Provide Towing &

24/7 Moblle Road Services
For All Autos, Trucks & Trailers

* Transmission
*New / Use Tires * Inspections
* Qil changes
* Wheel Balancing

* Truck & Trailer Repair

* All Major & Minor Repairs

* We Do Aluminium Welding

* Computer Check
* Ditferential

* Van/Reefer Work

Open
Monday t

Saturd T-Check

EFS Check

Com-Check yysa

We Speak English, Spanish & Punjabi

We Provide All Autos,
e 1TUCKS & Trailers Repair

Contact: Deep Suman: (408) 5611846, (209) 239-1551 (24/7 Available)
Address: 1003 Moffat Bivd, Manteca CA 95336
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\WE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND
SERVICES

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES. SPEC|A|. DOT COMP”ANCE

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates, ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.

PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR, Jll DOT OUT OF SERVICES??
Canada Permit, CORPORA-l§ AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER. FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, pT1, | WE HAVE COMPLETE SOLUTIONS RECORD KEEPING

Trailer plates. FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com Give us a chance to provide you best services

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376
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Kashmiri Bhatia,
Dealer/Broker

408- 848 2365

IN HOUSE
FINANCING AVALIABLE

WWW., kbusedautosales com

50% OFF WARRANTY
with Qualifying Car Purchase

K&K AUTO REPAIR Kashmiri Bhatia (Owner)

831-623-4702
and Car Wash 20% OFF LABOUR

| 63 Muckelemi St on your next qualifying service
- $an Juan Bautista 95045 car care You Can Trust

Kashmiri Bhatia & his wife
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AAA Truck Wash, Tire, and Lube

* We Carry New and Used Tires All Major Brands
* Smart Way Tires Available
' * Used Tires Start From & 135
H g .4 * Old Change $ 189 + Tax
fil * We also do truck and car washing and waxing TRUCKWASH

* Friendly and Professional Staff
* We offer truck and car detailing
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IEBE 749 (¥ 2fEd) $749
Used Tires American Brand $99+ Labor
uu u Recap Truck Tire $ 249 + Labor WASI.II I'UBEI BRAKES
Call: Recap Trailar Tires and Kind $ 199+ Labor Call:

530-824-5134 Lucas o Lucas nJecTor cLeaner s28.99 ©650-642-0697
3525 Highway 99, West Corning, CA 96021

Across the Street from TA Truck Stop

ﬂ_!d Excellence




